A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Somerset himself surrendered to Charles in person in June
1450. Cherbourg was taken on August 12, 1450. Nothing
remained to the Plantagenets beyond the seas save a remnant
of the garrisons in the south, on the lower Dordogne and
Garonne, and these within two years were to be lost also. In
the last battle, at Castillon, the great Talbot himself was killed.
Richard of York lands from Ireland. The defeats in
France, the popular anger following upon them, the disaffection
caused by the enormous expenses following upon a reduced
field for taxation, gave the first opportunity for seriously
challenging the usurping dynasty. This opportunity was taken
by Richard, Duke of York, a man of some forty years of age,
who represented the remnant of English power in Ireland.
There was as yet no heir to Henry VI, for no child had been
born of his marriage with the niece of the French King, and
as the young King of England had inherited the taint of his
grandfather, Charles VI of France, and, though gentle and
even holy in character, was evidently weak-minded, it was
believed that no heir would be born. Cardinal Beaufort was
dead, and so was the Duke of Gloucester. Rumours were
flying everywhere of the attack that was coming upon the
TTirone. There had already been a popular rebellion in the
south under one Jack Cade. In the midst of all this, with no
one knowing what was to follow, Richard, Duke of York,
landed suddenly from Ireland.
He was the son of that Earl of Cambridge who had been
executed before the campaign of Agincourt and of Anne
Mortimer, the true heiress to the crown of England. He was
a full Plantagenet, and he was prepared in due time to claim
the throne.
THE WARS OF THE ROSES
The Change. The year 1450 is a convenient date at
which to consider the great change that was passing over
Christendom. For a century past the medieval civilization
bad been breaking up, and of the forces which had broken it
up the most important had been the Black Death. The nature
of the misfortune—for it was a misfortune—is often misread,
because in this break-up of the medieval civilization new
things begaa to appear which have grown to be things we are
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